THE BUILDING OF PROTESTANT ENGLAND
more and more disgusted, but she had not the command over
herself to consider her dignity; she still doted.
An influence of this kind was some peril to the power of the
Cecils. Burghley, now growing very old but still at the helm of
the state, was determined that his second son Robert—a dwarf
in stature, humpbacked, but the rival of his father in intelligence
and tenacity—should continue his efforts and tradition, and hold
the same power that he had. From 1590 onward, after Wai-
singham's death, he worked unceasingly for this object, and
Robert Cecil, whom his father had thoroughly trained, worked
hard as well. They pretended friendship with Essex, but it was
Essex who stood in their way, and for some time after his father-
in-law's death he acted as Secretary. He had already had his
way against the Cecils in the policy of attacking Spain, and he
was for a time almost as much in control of affairs as they were,
on account of his unnatural hold over the old Queen. In this
duel the Cecils necessarily won, for there was nothing in Essex;
he had no capacity for government. But, still, he was dangerous
to Cecil's plan. Old Burghley died in 1598 at the age of seventy-
eight years, and thenceforward his son Robert succeeded to his
power.
Within a year of Burghley's death an intrigue in which many
joined (for die ambition of Essex was odious on all sides) sent
Essex off to Ireland with 18,000 men and an ample sum of
money to take part in the conquest of that country. Hearing
that during his absence from court his influence was declining,
he returned in the autumn of the year, and appeared unan-
nounced before Elizabeth, who was torn between her remaining
mania for the young man (he was just over thirty) and her
bitterness against him for his contempt and robbery of her.
Robert Cecil began to work for his death. Elizabeth was per-
suaded to have Essex stand a sort of trial, in which the ani-
mosities he had aroused appeared with great violence. The
younger Bacon, Robert Cecil's cousin, the lawyer later famous as
a philosopher—a man whom Essex himself had helped to
advance—was the most violent of all. Essex was allowed to go
free, but he never recovered his old position; his income was
diminished, and towards the end of the year 1600 he planned to
reinstate himself by force and to defeat the power of the younger
Cecil in arms.
But Cecil's faction was far the more powerful;  it had the
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